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    Family & Children’s Services to host Second Annual 

Capital Region Festival of Trees

Family & Children’s Services of the Capital Region (FCSCR) will hold its second annual Capital Region Festival of Trees at its 650 Warren Street headquarters in Albany from Friday, December 2, through Sunday, December 4, 2011.  Holiday Trees sponsored and decorated by Capital Region businesses, organizations, and individuals will be on display to the public throughout the three days of the Festival. 

In announcing the event, Vicki Crosier, Board Chair of FCSCR, said that the Festival, “features real trees, each hand decorated with care in a wide variety of imaginative themes by their sponsors.  Last year’s event was an outstanding success; and we fully expect this year’s to be equally impressive.  It is an event for the whole community to enjoy.”  

Among this year’s participating sponsors are the Albany Academy for Girls, the Albany Police Department Athletic League, Bennett Contracting, the Bonadio Group, Capitaland Flooring, CDPHP, the Italian American Heritage Foundation, Inc., Langan Motor Car, the Lion’s Eye Bank, M&T Bank, Holiday Inn Express Albany, and the Mohawk Hudson Humane Society.

FCSCR, a 198 year-old, Albany-based nonprofit agency that provides multiple services -including Capital Counseling, Capital EAP, the Center for Problem Gambling, and Contact Lifeline Crisis Services- relaunched the Festival of Trees in 2010 following a brief suspension after its many years of sponsorship by the Albany Institute of History & Art.  Commenting upon the “passing of the torch” to FCSCR, David Carroll, Executive Director of the Institute said, “The Festival of Trees has long been a popular event in our community.  Having hosted the event for many years, we are happy to see that Family & Children’s Services of the Capital Region is carrying on this great tradition.”

A selection of decorated trees will be available to the public through a raffle, while others will be donated to families negatively impacted by the flooding caused by Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee.

In keeping with that theme, and continuing a tradition begun last year when FCSCR used the occasion to raise money for Urna Dovdonpurev, a visiting Mongolian student hurt in a tragic automobile accident, a special appeal will be made this year on behalf of Catholic Charities and the Mohawk Hudson Humane Society, both of which organizations are working to assist families that suffered losses during the rains of late August and early September

“As beautiful as these trees are,” said Keith Pickett, Executive Director of FCSCR, “this is not just an aesthetic event. Particularly during the Holiday Season, it’s important that we do not let those in dire situations be forgotten like yesterday’s headlines; their need is real and it continues. We cannot let the sparkle, lights, and decorations of the Season cause us to forget the scenes of utter devastation in Schoharie, Schenectady, Greene, and Delaware Counties.  Families and individuals in those communities still need our help. We are hosting the event to support Catholic Charities and the Mohawk Hudson Humane Society as they work to provide that help. This is a chance for people to not only come enjoy one of the traditional sights of the Season; but to act in the true spirit of the Holidays by showing that this community cares about its neighbors”

“We are proud to have this opportunity,” Mr. Pickett added, “and we are also extremely grateful to the many Capital Region organizations that have stepped up to help us make this year’s event a success.”
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Catholic Charities is seeking monetary donations to help support its flood relief efforts in Schoharie, Schenectady, Greene, and Delaware Counties. “We refer to our assistance as ‘gap funding’,” explained Catholic Charities’ Mary Olsen. “After people have accessed what flood insurance they might have had –if they had it- and have gotten what governmental and/or FEMA assistance there is to be had, there are still often very real needs that these programs don’t address.  In addition to helping to guide contributions and providing case management, we are looking to provide useful assistance to individuals and families by providing the everyday necessities that governmental and other programs just do not address….everything from strollers, to water heaters, to food.  We are ‘filling the gaps,’ catching those needs that fall between the cracks, so people can start to put their lives back together.”  
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The Mohawk Hudson Humane Society is seeking supplies, in addition to monetary donations, to enable it to continue assisting pet owning families in the areas impacted by flooding.  “We have seen a 45-50% increase in the number of pets people can no longer care for,” said Nancy Laribee of the Humane Society. “The economy, and job and income loss, was already affecting many people in these areas before the storms.  For many families and individuals, the devastation of the storms has literally forced them to the brink, where they simply can no longer afford to keep their pets.  For those in temporary housing, the situation is equally dire.  We are trying to provide supplies and other assistance so these households, many elderly and many with children, will not be forced to be separated from their beloved pets, truly ‘family members’ in every sense.  Donated pet food, for example, is distributed to pet owners in need through our relationship with various local food pantries.”

“Cash donations,” Ms. Laribee added, “help support our reduced cost spaying and neutering program, underwrites our medicine costs, and, of course, enables us to feed the pets in our care.”

Among the items the Society is seeking are:

· Canned/Wet cat and dog food

· Kitten milk replacement

· Cat litter

· Peanut Butter

· Wee Wee Pads

· Dog Toys, Kongs, and Rawhides

· Cat Toys (NO catnip, please)

· Hand Sanitizer

· Towels & Blankets

These items, along with monetary donations for both organizations, may be dropped off at the Festival of Trees from December 2nd through December 4th.

The Festival will open with The Silver Bell Soireé on the evening of December 1st.  Tree viewing, accompanied by beer, wine and hors d'oeuvres, will begin at 6PM.  Tickets are $40 per person or $75 per couple.

Trees viewing will be open to the general public on December 2nd from 2-6PM.  

On December 3rd, trees may be viewed from 11AM to 6PM, and there will be a special appearance by Santa & Mrs. Claus from Noon until 2PM.  On December 4th tree viewing will be from 11AM to 3PM.  Admission for adults is $5.  Admission for children over 10 years of age is $3, and children under 10 are free.
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